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PRESS STATEMENT FROM THE AUSTRALIAN EDUCATION COUNCIL - 4/10/74 
The Australian Education Council announced today it would 
sponsor an enquiry into students' transition from school to work. 
All Ministers of Education, meeting in Adelaide, supported 
the setting up of the enquiry. 
A nine member working party will investigate the extent 
to which young people entering employment direct from 
secondary school may be failing to make the best choice of a 
career. 
They will also consider how successfully young people 
adjust to the work situation once they have chosen a career. 
The working party is to report to the A.E.C. on efforts 
at present being made by schools, employers and others to 
alleviate the employment-adjustment problems of school 
leavers and the possible need for additional measures. 
Educationists, trade union and employer representatives , 
vocational guidance officers, the Australian Department of 
Labour and Immigration, State Labour Departments and parent 
and community groups will be represented on the working party. 
The Council also decided to draw to the attention of 
the Minister Assisting the Prime Minister its belief that 
emphasis should be given to the provision of adequate funds 
for pre-school education within a comprehensive child care 
programme. 
The Ministers saw an urgent need for clarification 
of the Australian trovernment ' s proposals for pre-school 
educational development in the States and Territories. 
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The Council discussed the concern of State Ministers 
about the effects of fee abolition on the States' recurrent 
budgets for technical and further education. Each State 
•..ill make a submission to the Commonwealth seeking supplementary-
grants . 
The Council also decided that 
the forthcoming review of Australian education 
policy by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development should focus on "the objectives and 
co-ordination of post-compulsory education for young 
people". 
The new Curriculum Development Centre should consider 
the possibility of extending its services into the 
areas of technical and further education. 
. Commonwealth and State officers should examine the 
position of isolated students whose parents drive 
them to and from school at excessive costs. 
The Council further resolved that the years of schooling 
be called Year 1 to Year 12, with the final year of 
secondary schooling being called Year 12, and numbering downward 
through primary school to Year 1. Where there is a year of 
schooling before Yfiar 1, the responsible education authority 
will be free to give it an appropriate designation (e.g. 
kindergarten or pre-school). This was not intended to 
encourage uniformity of educational practices, but would 
simplify reference throughout Australia to the number of 
years in school. 
I The Council reaffirmed its support for a variety of 
patterns of schooling within the new standard nomenclature. 
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